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(54) FUEL CELL POWER GENERATING APPARATUS AND DETERIORATION 
DETECTING METHOD FOR ITS REFORMING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To quickly detect the 
deterioration of a reforming device as an increase of its 
pressure loss by detecting the pressure loss of the 
reforming device, and comparing it with the set value in a 
fuel cell power general apparatus. 
SOLUTION: Fuel and steam are reacted on a reforming 
catalyst to generate hydrogen-rich gas, and it is fed to a 
fuel cell body as reaction gas. A differential pressure 
gauge 20 is provided on a reforming device 4, the 
pressure loss of the reforming device 4 is measured, and 
the detection signal G is transmitted to the comparison 
controller 16b of a controller 16. The comparison 
controller 16b of the controller 16 compares the 
detection signal G with the absolute value of the 
pressure loss or the increasing speed (set value) of the pressure loss of the reforming device 
4 set and stored in advance. When the absolute value or the increasing speed of the pressure 
loss measured by the differential pressure gauge 20 exceeds the set value, it is judged that 
the reforming catalyst of the reform section 4a of the reforming device 4 is deteriorated, and 
the reforming catalyst is replaced. 
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